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Building Better 
Text Wraps



by renÉe dustman

I heard a frightening tale the other day. A third-year 
advertising student at a prestigious college didn’t 
know how to wrap text around a silhouetted image 
in InDesign. But that wasn’t the scary part. What 
sent chills down my spine was her solution to the 
situation. She applied a text wrap to the bounding 
boxes of several empty frames and then arranged 

Text Wraps Can 
Be a Treat

Flowing text around all kinds 
of objects and shapes is easy 

once you know how.

them around the image. 
Unless you’re new to page-layout, I’m sure you 

wouldn’t commit such an offense. But you may not 
be aware of the many ways you can wrap text around 
various types of interceding objects (Figure 1). 

Figure 1: I used four text-wrap 
techniques on these two pages.
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InStep: Text Wraps

1	Fill a frame with text
Create a new two-page InDesign document 
(Command-/Ctrl-N). Press T to select the Type 

tool in the Toolbox and click and drag the cursor from 
the top-left corner margin to the bottom-right corner 
margin to create a large text frame on page 1. Fill this 
frame with placeholder text by choosing Type > Fill 
With Placeholder Text. Then, choose Object > Text 
Frame Options (Command-/Ctrl-B). Set the number of 
columns to 2 and click OK. Do the same on page two.

2�	    Wrap text around a bounding box
The next step is to add a few graphic objects 
to your sample article and use the Text Wrap 

command to flow the text around them. 
Go to page 2 and create a small square using the 

Rectangle tool and position it between the first and 
second columns of text. By default, the text ignores 
the object and continues to flow underneath it. To 
flow the text around the frame (Figure 2), choose 
Window > Text Wrap and click the Wrap Around 
Bounding Box button. You may need to adjust the 
offsets to create a suitable amount of space between 
the object and the text.

3�	 Wrap text around a silhouetted image
Some images have additional text-wrap options. 
For example, press Shift-Command-/Ctrl-A to 

deselect all items on the page, and then import an 
image (File > Place) and place it on page one. For 
best results, choose one that has a solid, contrasting 

background or an alpha channel or clipping path 
masking the background. 

With the image selected in your document, click 
the Wrap Around Object Shape button. Then, choose 
Show Options from the Text Wrap panel’s menu to 
display the seven Contour Options (Figure 3). 

From the Type 
pop-up menu, choose 
a contour option. 
Certain options, such 
as Alpha Channel 
and Photoshop Path, 
are only available if 
they’re embedded in 

the image file. However, this doesn’t mean you have 
to use a collage of empty frames to wrap text around 
a silhouetted image! Arranging the image behind the 
text (Object > Arrange > Send To Back) and choosing 
Detect Edges from the Contour Options’ Type pop-up 
menu often does the trick (Figure 4).

Figure 2. Flow text around a frame.

Figure 3. You have seven 
contour options. If the image 
doesn’t come with an alpha 
channel or clipping path, try 
Detect Edges. Figure 4. InDesign will find the edges of many images.
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InStep: Text Wraps

4�	 Jump text over objects
You can also jump text over objects instead of 
around them. You may want to use the Jump 

Object option to continue flowing text after the object, 
such as a pull quote (Figure 5), or the Jump To Next 
Column option to flow text into the next column of 
the same frame or a subsequent threaded frame.

5�	 Prevent a text wrap
You’ve applied a text wrap to an object and it’s 
doing what it’s supposed to do: repelling text 

around it. Unfortunately, it’s also preventing you from 
placing text on top of the object. There’s a simple 

Figure 5. To flow body text around pull quotes, use 
the Jump Object Option.

solution. To demonstrate, type the word “Boo” in a 
new text frame and place that text frame on top of the 
square object you created earlier. Then, with the text 
frame selected, choose Object > Text Frame Options. 
Select the Ignore Text Wrap check box and click OK 
(Figure 6) to wrap things up.

Renée Dustman� is the former Editor in Chief of Inside 	
Adobe InDesign.

0
Free Font: Skulladay
To download Skulladay in OpenType and 
TrueType formats, go to www.skulladay.
com. It’s licensed under a Creative Com-
mons Attribution-Share Alike 3.0 License.

Figure 6. The Ignore Text Wrap button is small but important.
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